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Frances NekA _ Rondot, the fourth daughter and tenth child of 

| John August Rondot and Dorothea Mary Blanchette, an early French 

family, in Allen county, Indiana. 
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Grave puzzle 


5-20 4955 
turned 


over to history buffs 


By PAT MURPHY : 
Of The News-Sentinel 


The case of the 106-year-old 


grave marker is being taken out of 


active police files and turned over 
to local history buffs, says the Fort 
Wayne detective in charge of the 
case. 

“It seems like we have hundreds 
of leads,” said Sgt. Glenn E. Pet- 
tit. “But none of them are con- 
crete enough to lead anywhere. So 
unless I get a call from a Pfeiffer 
who knows something definite, 


_ Pm going to turn this case over to 


the historical society.” N 
Pettit has been searching for the 

grave of Edward Pfeiffer, whose 

grave marker turned up Sunday 


behind a vacant house in the 800 
_ block of Walnut Street. | ’ 


According to the faded inscrip- 


_ tion, Pfeiffer, the son of J. and E. 


| 


Pfeiffer, was almost 3 when he 

died on Dec. 4, 1878. 
Police want to put the 

tombstone back in its rightful 


place, but Pettit says the detective 


- bureau must concentrate on other 


matters it’s pursuing. 

_ Pettit said he was almost cer- 
tain he had solved the case early 
today when a man called with a 
piece of information. ; 

“A man called me early today 
and said the tombstone sounded 
like the one he and two friends 
stole 16 years ago,” Pettit said. 
“The man is grown now, with a 
family of his own. But the man 
said the missing grave marker 
sounded like the one he and some 
friends took in 1969, although he 
had no idea how it got to Fort 
Wayne. 

“I didn’t ask for his name,” Pet- 


tit said. “All I wanted was the 


grave’s location.” h 
The caller’s information led the 


detective to an old cemetery in | 
Huntington County. But there - 


were no Pfeiffers buried there, and 
he couldn’t match the tombstone 
with a grave. ; 


Many. eall 
FVES BPI > 
on grave 


marker 


By PAT MURPHY 
Of The News-Sentinel 


Hundreds of people called po- 


_ lice today to offer tips on identify- 


ing and locating the Edward Pfeif- 
fer whose grave marker turned up 
in Fort Wayne. 

“We’ve had at least two or three 
calls from Ohio and lots of others 
from various parts of Indiana,” 
said a source from the detective 
bureau of the Fort Wayne Police 
Department. “But so far, none has : 
panned out.” 


| The marker was found Sunday 
behind a vacant house in the 800 
block of Walnut Street. Police be- 


lieve vandals stole the marker but 
discardad it aftar thai» neank war 


7 





Photo: Argil Shock/The News-Sentinel 


Police have hundreds of 
leads on this grave marker. 
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Many call 
RES 32 
on grave 


marker 


By PAT MURPHY 
Of The News-Sentinel 
Hundreds of people called po- 
lice today to offer tips on identify- 
ing and locating the Edward Pfeif- 
fer whose grave marker turned up 
in Fort Wayne. 

_ “We've had at least two or three 
calls from Ohio and lots of others 
from various parts of Indiana,” 
said a source from the detective 
bureau of the Fort Wayne Police 
Department. “But so far, none has 
panned out.” 


The marker was found Sunday 
behind a vacant house in the 800 
block of Walnut Street. Police be- 
lieve vandals stole the marker but 
discarded it after their prank grew 
tiresome, said Lynn M. Hatfield, 
police public information officer. 


According to the marble 
marker, Edward Pfeiffer was the 
son of J. and E. Pfeiffer. He died 
Dec. 4, 1878, at the age of 2 years, 
10 months. 


Hatfield said a check of death 
records in the Allen County Public 
Library has failed to yield any in- 
formation, causing police to spec- 
ulate the marker came from out- 
side the immediate area. 

Police are asking families to 
check their family trees. “We 
might get some help from them,” 
said Hatfield. The number to call 
is 427-1201. 


Among the hundreds of callers 
who have contacted police since 
news of the missing grave marker 
came out were a free-lance pho- 
tographer and numerous people 
named Pfeiffer, said a ‘detective 
bureau source. “Some have called 

from Hicksville, Ohio, but most 
are from this area,” the source 
| said. 


| Richard A. Birkmeier, president 
| Of Birkmeier & Sons Monument 
| Co. Inc. said the marker appears 
to be typical of that time period. 
“A marker like that probably 
cest about $15 then, but would 
cost about $200 to replace today,” 
said Birkmeier. 
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DESPoWDENT FARMER HAWES SELF 
| IN BAR 
/VoRY K PFeirrél 53 who HADREEN IN ILL HEALTHY 
Fovnd DEAD RY San 

JVokY K PFEIFFEL 33 A FARMER Resıdıng S/eHr 
Mies ÉooTHWEST OF FHE CITY von THE AOIT CENTER 
RD Committed Suicide AT Noow YeEsTERDAY BY 
| HANGINE His er Fêon A RAFTER JN THE PARW 4 SHAT 
DISTANCE FRom Hıs FARM RESIDENCE  CORNIRER. 
BENING HoFF WAS MoriPiED )MMED: ATELY, 
FORTHE LAST Yes HE HAD DEEM IN hé HEALTH AWD 
SEVERAL TIMES ACCORDING To STATEMENTS ROP PATHE 
CORONER HAD wished THAT DEATH Merr END #15 
SUFEERLINGS, HE MADE Wo STATE MEWTS Rec EWTLY 
OF THIS MATURE , However AccokDine To RELATIVES 
AND THE Fibptite oF THE Boo’ Br Tre Feu 
MELUIN, vas À 2EVERE ZHICK Fo THE FAMILY, 

THe CohsWER DECLARED THAT DEATH EVIDEWTLY 
HA» TAKEN PLACE JoME TIME BEFodE THE Soll 
ACCIDENTS WAMNDeRED sy 7 TNE BARW AND FoyWD 
THE PARENT HAWGINE THE Bopt WAS oRDER ED | 
Removed To THE KLAEHNFR SOS HikcoE WHERE 
or wier Be PREPARED FoR Av ks AL. 
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ote cae REC ELS CES ES Cause Wee Au-yedar-vid UUY Was/Lor tne interview, porn” parents 


Bruce A. Mahlock Claims \ 
Janet Pfeiffer As His Bride 


The marriage vows of Miss Janet Lynn Pfeif- 
fer and Bruce A. Mahlock were solemnized at 
4 p.m. Saturday in Trinity Fuolishr Lutheran 
Church. Parents of the couple are Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold W. Pfeiffer, 822 Forest Ave., and Mr. 
and Mrs. Calo O. Mahlock, 2716 Bosworth Drive. 








The bride was attended by her sister, Mrs. 
James Loe, Angola, as matron of honor. Brides- 
maids were Miss Nan Mahlock and Miss JoAnn 
Pfeiffer, sisters of the couple. 


- Peter Mahlock stood as his brother’s best man, ; 
and Kevin Osbun and Greg Gritz seated the 


wedding guests. 


Teamsters Union Hall 414 was the setting for 
the evening reception. Following a wedding trip 
to Chicago, the couple will be at home in Fort 


Wayne. k : 
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| THE Frw 7-6. | CHRIST. 


MwDA] IRM 9.5-1910 EERE 
| AULENCoowr\ PioverR DEAD 

SdHN € PFRIPRER ) SUCCESS PUL FARMER Dies Ar AGE, 
OF 99 Yes, 

Sop te. PREIPPELR Owe DE THFOLDEST Powesks pe ALLE 
Covwry¥ DIED AT 36 crock SvyDAY AFrckyseas! AT #35 
HiME CORNER oF WELLS STREET AND ARCHER AVE MLE, 
DEATH wks DUE To INFIRM :TIES DF Ass AMD FousweD 
PW ILLNESS pe MINE MONTHS DORATIIN, HE was 89 YerRS 
oF AGE. | . | 
DR. PFarFrel WAS À NATWE De WALTEN BERG GER 
Mew, witthe Wis BiRTH occvrED oN JULY 2 IR, HS 
LHILDMveD WAS SPENT sn THE FATHER LAND UNTIL 132% 
WHEW HE WAS ELevew VEARS RAGE, HE EH /GLAPED 
7) AMERICA with His PARENTS Locative sw RuFPAto 
NY, whee He REMAWED PURINE TRE EIGHT YEARS 
 porrowWe \ py 1940 HE CAME To Fahr WAYAE WITH 





His PARENTS BY WAY OE LAKE ERIE AND THE 


MôvVMEE Rivek, THE TRIP FRIN MBAVMEE A9 To 
CT WAVE Di THE RIVER OccvpIED Mile DAYS TIME 
us BoAt Bene Pho PEsreds BY Porte: SHRTLY AYER 
BRRWIDEN IN PIRW AR PFE)FFER WITH Bis FATHER 

pv» BhorttRs ukeHAtéeD à FARM NORTH OF WHAT 16 
Mow THE CITY LIMITS, WEAR 7HE OP PrAws Home, wilt 
He Remawey writ eis-/769. INTNE SAME Year 
KE was MBARIGD TO MARGARET JoxsreR OVD 








IMMEDIATELY THEREAFTER Bout} ANOTHER FAC 


MoaTH or THE CITY vn wHAT WAS THEN KWWewW As 
THE HUWrTER Fou PoAd, 
















HE Burp A Loe House AM 
THER BoILdINES oF THE SAME MATERIAL , nD 


OETER Pest DING ON THIS FARM AND BYINEING 
IT T0 À 30€CÆfsFuu STATE SE CoLrIVATION HEN 
DD ır AMD PURCHAIED À FORM on THE LED Aal 
AVBVEN Road WHICH DWDER pis 1 NDOSTRY AND Ab 

| MAWAOSMEWT SOON CECANE OWE OF THE BEIT 

IMPROVED PLACES IN THE YICINIT A DE FW, 
IT WAS WHILE RESIDING OW THIS FREY THAT Th 

DEATH OF HIS WIFE OCCUKED 1-9-7276 » SHE Wh 
|A WATIVE or GERMAYY AND HER DEMISE was 
 MORNED BY Howréens oF FRIENDS. AND AOVANT AM 

THERE whs Bow 79 THEM Sıy CHIL DEM 


| FIVE PRE Wow LINE, CHARLES À PFE/FRER 
CARRIE M. wi FE oF DR ET STITES » SoRAIR 
EDwARD ı, AMD ABRIE FB. PFEIFFER, 








MARÉES FFER Devered His ATTEUMOL- To RER icuLTuRAL 


PrReusTs AMD STock RAISING OMTIL /990 AT WHICH 
TIME He Rewoved D Frwvaywe. 


SINCE THAT TIME) 
HE HAS LIVED A RETIRED LIFE, EMdoYiMs THE FRU 


or Nis MARY YEARS oF Tork AND Success Fu MAWAGE ME 


Yov 


Jodn €. PFE FFE. Ur 


| He HAs Atweys BEEN À Poßuc EPIRITED CIT) ZEN 
AND IN ADDITIOW TD HIS PRIVATE INTERESTS wiAs 
FoR A NPM BER MEARS EUGACED IN Bodie PeAWK 
 RvAds Ay» OTHEL pAIGH WAYS THROOGEH 007 THE 

| County, Porıricaut HE WAS # KREPOBLUIC#Y 

Bur HE HAD WEVER AshREb To BFFs CIBL poseTious 
HAVING ALWAYS BEEN COmTENT WITH THE LIFE 4€ 
 RvsınEss MAW AND SATISFIED WITH THE SJMPCE 
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_ Medal at a 


Award Thursday 





SUN 4-15 -/9 72 


Broyles Medal - 
to John Pichon 


John N. Pichon Jr, Fort 
Wayne attorney, will be 
awarded the second Ralph R. 
Broyles 


Founder’s 
Day dinner 
meeting of 
the Indiana 
University 
Alumni As- 
sociation 
Thursday at 
Lester’s 
de ms Bey 
Room. 
The med- 
al, which 
honors the 
late chancellor emeritus 
Ralph E. Broyles of Indiana 
University at Fort Wayne, is 
presented annually by the 
Alumni Association ‘‘for 
unique and significant contri- 
butions” to the university 
here. Last year the award 
was presented to the late 
Walter E. Helmke: 
Pichon, in addition to being 
an attorney, is president of 





J ohn Pichon 


_ Olive B. Cole Foundation, 
‚Inc., and executive vice pres- 








ident of Flint and Walling, _ 
Inc. He was an associate fac- 
ulty member at the Fort 


Wayne campus from 1958 to — ——StS=S 


1968 and is a former pre- 
sident of the Allen County 
Alumni Club of the I.U. 
Alumni Association. 


He is a former member of 
the Executive Council and a 
current member of the Legi- 
slative Council of the Alumni 
Association. He is also a. 
member of: the Indiana-Pur- 
due Foundation and the In- 
diana-Purdue University | 
Board of Advisors. 

The Indiana University 
Alumni Club of Allen County — 
is hosting the dinner meeting, 
which begins at 6:30 p.m. _ 
with a social hour. Guest 
Speaker will be Dean F. Ber- 
kley, director of the LU. 
Bloomington School of Educa- 
tion’s Division of Administra- 


tion and Administrative Ser 


vices. His program topic wil: 
be “Update I.U. 76.” — 
Reservations for the dinner 
meeting may be made with 
L. Joseph Grecu, 743-8105. 
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house lights are still up, guests of 
lavish, eccentric dress and behavior 


begin arriving for a party at Mames 
New York apartment, piquing our 


She also has personal style which 
the role demands and wears highly 
attractive clothes extremely well. 
Above all, she exudes the energy es- 
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to 
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sential to the role, both in Mame’s 
personality and in the physical en- 
durance it takes to remain involved 
on stage for practically every mo- 
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If you fear making a change or two 


_in your attitude toward life, you’d 
_ better not see Purdue Indiana The- 


ater’s production of ‘‘Auntie 
Mame.” 

“Live,” enthuses Mame. “Life is a 
banquet and most poor (s.o.b.’s) are 
starving to death!” 

It’s a magnificent message that 
can be taken to heart whatever your 
age — and the style in which Suzie 
Weaver as Mame delivers it is just as 
magnificent. We guarantee you’ll 
leave the theater feeling light- 
hearted. 

If you affectionately remember 


Rosalind Russell’s flamboyant por-. 


trayal of the eccentric Mame in the 
1958 film version of Patrick Dennis’ 
novel, you might be tempted to stay 
home for fear PIT’s product is not 
up to par. 

Don’t. A college theater produc- 
tion obviously hasn’t the financial 
resources to create the opulent sets 
meant to match Mame’s opulent 
personality and eccentricities. But 
the play that opened Friday night 
for an additional seven perfor- 
mances cleverly compensates for 
sets, and as solid entertainment, is 
one of this season’s must-see com- 
munity theater productions. 

It also is the first local production 
of the play, which in stage, film and 
musical versions has featured ac- 
tresses such as Greer Garson, Eve 
Arden, Ann Miller, Janet Blair and 
Lucille Ball. 

Weaver isn’t among the nationally 
well-knowns, but she’s a custom- 
made Mame, nonetheless. Her 
husky voice, many-splendered facial 
expressions and gestures and superb 
acting — whether the moment calls 
for high drama or sensitive tender- 
ness — are excellent. 





ment of the play, which runs two 
hours and 45 minutes. 

Director Larry Life also has per- 
ceptively cast other important roles. 


2 


Mame’s nephews were perfectly por- 
trayed by Brett Scappucci, 13, as the 
young Patrick, ages 10 to 14; and Da- 
vid Yarnelle, as the college-age Pat- 
rick. Yarnelle delightfully conveyed 
the older Patrick’s infatuation with 
the snobbish Gloria Upson (Flynn 
Lundh). And Scappucci, making his 
first community theater appearance 
anywhere, was highly adept as the 
innocent, loving Patrick for whom 
Mame fulfills her promise to “open 
doors you don’t even know exist.” 

Other stand-outs among the 
highly entertaining 27-member cast 
were Brian Wagner as Mame’s ser- 
vant, Ito; Marty Macke as young 
Patrick’s Irish nurse Norah Mul- 
doon; Jaynee Vandenberg as 
Mame’s actress friend Vera Charles; 
Wayne Schaltenbrand as Beaure- 
gard Burnside, the wealthy south- 
erner Mame eventually marries; 
Erica Tobolski as the belle Beaure- 
gard jilts; Susan Horine as Mother 
Burnside and Becky Niccum as Miss 
Gooch, the squeaky-voiced secretary 
who “learns to live.” 


The play, which spans the years. 


1927-46, quickly captures the atten- 
tion, even before it starts. While the 


his first meeting with Mame, who is 
being charged with raising Patrick 
since the death of his father, Mame’s 
brother. The play proceeds to de- 
velop their relationship, in the midst 
of Mame’s inclination to live far 
more adventurously than Patrick’s 
earlier ‘conservative’ upbringing 
prepared him to handle. As Mame 
says, “I have to make up for Pat- 
rick’s 10 neglected years in a matter 
of months.” And, when pushed to 
marry an adoring suitor, asks “How 
can I be a wife? I’m too busy being a 
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mother.” 

One of the funmieet of the 23 
scenes occurs on Beauregard’s turf 
where his mama and family watch 
Mame riding the horse “Lightning 
Rod.” 

There are some clever lines (as 
well as swearing) in the play and you 
can count on laughing often; you 
also may feel some tears sting your 
eyes, a tribute to the charming and 
very believable way Weaver, Scap- 
pucci and Yarnelle relate to one an- 
ae 
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housed 320 Presbyterians 





GREEK From 3S 
Church, 2614 E. State Blvd.). His father, Lyman 
Beecher, and brother, Charles Beecher, came to 
Fort Wayne in 1844, and, in “an all-Beecher ser- 
vice,” installed the young Charles as the first pas- 
tor of Second Presbyterian. 

In 1844, Samuel Bigger, an ex-governor of In- 
diana, was asked to choose a new site for the First 
Presbyterian congregation. By 1845, Bigger and 
his committee had purchased for $600 the lot at 
the southeast corner of Berry and Clinton streets. 
The new Greek Revival style church cost $13,000 
and had enough pews for 320 worshippers. 

The congregation grew considerably between 
1850 and 1880 and the building was enlarged and 
renovated. The sale of pews to the highest bidder, 
a fund-raiser organized by Samuel Hanna, 
largely financed the project.  - 

Just before Christmas, 1882, a faulty flue in 
the chimney caused a fire that destroyed the 
church. Custodian William Shoemaker’ discov- 
ered the blaze in the early morning hours and ran 
several blocks to rouse the fire chief, who, upon 
investigating, called out. the volunteer fire com- 
panies, the “Charlie Zollingers” and “Anthony 
Waynes.” Although there was water in the hy- 
drants, sufficient pressure could not be raised; 
steam pumpers were called in, but to no avail. 

By the time enough water pressure was raised, 
the fire had engulfed the church. Onlookers 
watched in fascination as the steeple became a fi- 
ery skeleton and fell to the street, dashing the 


great church bell to the ground “with a booming : 


crash, sounding a death knell for the fated house 
of God.” 

The disaster was felt all over town. Trinity En- 
glish Lutheran, which had inherited the first 
Presbyterian church building (and bell), gave the 
homeless congregation a meeting place for a few 
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months. More moving yet, and indicative of the 
close community spirit in Fort Wayne a century 
ago, the congregation of the Temple of Achduth 
Vesholom, then at Harrison and Wayne streets, 
offered its building to the Presbyterians for their 
services. For the next two years, the Jews and the 
Presbyterians shared a house of worship in an ec- 
umenical spirit not often seen. 

The new church was the one familiar to the 
generations who grew up after the turn of the 
century and during the Great Depression. This 
fourth edifice, located on the northeast corner of 
Clinton Street and Washington Boulevard, was 
begun in 1883 but not completed until 1886. Con- 
structed of Michigan sandstone in a neo-Gothic 
style popular in the period, the new church 
boasted large stained-glass windows made up of 
2,000 pieces of glass, frescoed walls, high lami- 
nated wood “scissor-beams” over the sanctuary, 
California redwood woodwork, cherry pews with 
red velvet cushions; a rich new organ and a 66- 
gas-burner chandelier with two reflectors. All 
this cost $81,855, a princely sum for that time. 

In the 1940s, under the Rev. George Allison, 
the-congregation began to redefine itself, its mis- 
sion and its urban ministry. A new pastor, the 
Rev. John W. Meister, was called in 1950, and un- 
der his leadership First Presbyterian was led to 
another new building, the first part of which was: 
dedicated in 1956. It is the home of the congrega- 
tion today. 

The many social and spiritual programs of the 
present-day First Presbyterian Church are a con- 
tinued reflection of the fundamental role this 
congregation played more than 150 years ago in 
helping to bring stability and cohesion to Fort 
Wayne in its infancy. 





Michael Hawfield is executive director of the Historical 
Museum, 302 E. Berry St. 
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- News-Sentinel ] 
The fourth First Presbyterian Church, formerly located 

northeast corner of Clinton and Washington, was .dedicz 
1886. It was constructed of Michigan sandstone in the neo- 
style popular in that period. 
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ring its infancy in Fort Wayne, 
Presbyterian Church survived 
Alling outs. 

Pa number of years in the 1830s 
@iearly 1840s, the Presbyterian, 
odist and Baptist churchgoers 
hipped together, because of a 
bf ministers and facilities. Their 
worship hall was the First Pres- 
jan Church, built in 1837. 


e small frame structure also 
fa part-time tenant, the Allen 
it Court. Because of the unsafe 
tions and faulty construction 
he actual courthouse, proceed- 
were held in the church while a 
building was erected in court- 
B square. 

istorian B.J. Griswold, in his 
bry of Fort Wayne, recounts an 
bde that was said to have scared 
wits out of the crowds gathered 
ourt one day. 


One day, when court was in ses- 
A and a large crowd had gathered, 
mor gained currency that the 
@ple of the church was not secu- 
y supported and would come 
}shing down on all below. At this 
| a there came a crash and a 
hf, and the people rushed to the 
drs and windows to escape the ru- 





One man clasped a Bible under 


4 





arly ups and downs 


his arms and crawled under a bench. 
Discovering the steeple was still in 
place, the crowd came back to find 
the long stove pipe which stretched 
from front to back, had fallen.” 

The second falling out arose be- 
tween members of the church and 
church leaders in 1844. 

During this year, the pulpit had 
become vacant and one faction of 
the church persuaded Henry Ward 
Beecher, a pre-Civil War abolition- 
ist, to come to Fort Wayne. Church 
officers had another man in mind 
and likewise persuaded their choice, 
Dr. William C. Anderson, an English 
professor at Hanover, to come a bit 
more hastily. 

Anderson arrived in Fort Wayne 
April 14, 1844 and quickly took 
charge of the church. The following 
Saturday, Beecher arrived on horse- 
back from Indianapolis. When he 
learned of the situation, he warned 
Anderson: “I’ve come to divide your 
church.” 

Beecher began a series of sermons 
in the courthouse, but failed to win 
over a majority of the church mem- 
bership. Undaunted, he split and 
formed Second Presbyterian 
Church, which was later renamed 
Westminster Presbyterian Church. 

The offspring congregation subse- 
quently built its own place of 
worship near Berry and Webster 
streets, where it remained until 
1954, when a new building was 
erected at 2614 E. State Blvd. 


9; 


This brick structure was the First Presbyterian Church when it was located on the 
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northeast corner of Washington Boulevard and Clinton Street. Built in 1886, it served 
the church until the 1950s. The corner now is the site of Indiana Bank and the city 


parking garage. 


Later in 1844, First Presbyterian decided to 
build a new building. A lot on the southwest cor- 
ner of Clinton and Berry streets was purchased, 
but traded the following year for the lot on the 
southeast corner of the same intersection. 


The cornerstone of the building was laid Oc- 
tober 1851, and the colonial structure was ded- 
icated in November 1852. The church was later 
enlarged and lasted until December 1882, when it 
fell victim to fire. 


In 1886, a mammoth brick structure was built 
on the northeast corner of Washington Boule- 
vard and Clinton Street. This building served the 


church until the 1950s, when the city experi- 
enced renewed interest in church building. 

This interest saw First Presbyterian move to 
the corner of Wayne and Webster streets, where 
a $2.3 million brick structure in colonial architec- 
ture was built. The new complex included a 
chaple, sanctuary, education building, office unit 
and fellowship hall. 

Late in 1957, a new bank building was erected 
on the site at Washington and Clinton. The prop- 
erty was owned by FPC Realty (First Presbyte- 
rian Church), which built the bank building and 
the parking garage. The building was then leased 
to Indiana Bank and the garage leased to the city. 
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Civic show musical — 
trip through movies’ 
history … 


glamorous 


By SHARON LITTLE 
Of The News-Sentinel 

If this Hoosierland winter has you 
hankering for filmland music and 
some glitter in your life, it’s 
definitely time to shout “HOORAY! 


It’s Hollywood.” 


Actually, you don’t have to travel 
far and the cost is minimal. Just 
head for the Performing Arts Center 
and pay $7 sometime between Feb. 
10 and 13 and you'll come face to 
face with 48 marvelous melodies 


from 34 black-and-white and 


technicolor movies produced 
between 1927 and 1980. 

This third Civic Theater Guild 
show directed by Larry Life to 
benefit the Civic Theater will 
feature his “most talented ever” cast 
of 18 men and women who will travel 
musically back through Hollywood | 
history. 

Life’s last two Civic benefits were 
Broadway-oriented. This year, he 
says, “I was trying to come up with a 
new format, something that hadn’t 
been done before. I wanted 


something with very wide, universal 







“Twas trying to come up 
with a new format, ae 
something that hadn’t +3 


been done before.” : 
RS ARE — Larry Life 4 


Rain.” Life admits, with cocker 
spaniel sadness in his eyes: Me i 22 
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Phil Schultz, host of WAFX’s “Breakfast Club,” interviews Dorothj 
and Belva Green of the Allen County Cancer Society. 


Good Morning, Br 


By THOMAS D.N. ZAENGER phone in people’s faces? 
Of The News-Sentinel What Schultz is doing is a radio 
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Civic show musical | 
trip through movies’ 


glamorous 


BySHARONLITTLE 
Of The News-Sentinel 

If this Hoosierland winter has you 
hankering for filmland music and 
some glitter in your life, it’s 
definitely time to shout “HOORAY! 
It’s Hollywood.” 

Actually, you don’t have to travel 
far and the cost is minimal. Just 
head for the Performing Arts Center 
and pay $7 sometime between Feb. 
10 and 13 and you'll come face to 
face with 48 marvelous melodies 


from 34 black-and-white and 


technicolor movies produced 
between 1927 and 1980. 
This third Civic Theater Guild 
show directed by Larry Life to 
benefit the Civic Theater will 
feature his “most talented ever” cast 
of 18 men and women who will travel 
musically back through Hollywood 
history. 
Life’s last two Civic benefits were 
Broadway-oriented. This year, he 
says, “I was trying to come up with a 
new format, something that hadn’t 
been done before. I wanted 
something with very wide, universal 
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| Presbyterians ventured 


into howling wilderness 


First of two articles on the Presbyterian 
Church in Fort Wayne 
By DICK ISENHOUR 
Of The News-Sentinel 
Howling wolves and howling winds 
were not enough to prevent the beginnings 
of the Presbyterian Church in Fort Wayne. 
The Presbyterians in the 1820s, like 
most other denominations, were eager to 
‚establish a place of worship in the lawless 
| wilderness village of Fort Wayne. The city 


| } at this time was considered one of the wild- 
| jest in the Midwest, and was more than 


} 
i 
{ 
: 
I 
| 
; 


| | ready for some religion. 
3 Among the first missionaries to visit 


| Fort Wayne during this period was John 
Ross, a Presbyterian from Ohio, sent here 
on a three-month mission visit in Decem- 
ber, 1822. It was a miracle Ross arrived 
here at all. 
On the first night of travel, Ross and a 
companion, a trader named Matthew 
Griggs, traveling in a light, two-horse 
; wagon, found themselves surrounded by 
| howling wolves. Later, intense cold and a 
| raging snowstorm forced the two men to 

leave the rig and lead the horses through 
| the blizzard. 


| 
| Discouraging beginning 
The half-frozen duo stumbled into the 
| city and roused Sam Hanna from his 
| slumber to appeal for food and shelter. 
Although Ross was eager to plant the 
roots of the Presbyterian Church in the 
| city, he was almost discouraged. Of his ar- 
| rival, he once wrote: “There was no place 
| that appeared to me as unpromising as 
| Fort Wayne. There was no Sabbath kept 
| . 


but on the part of a few.” 

Ross, dubbed “Father Ross” by the 
Catholics, visited the city five times during 
the next four years, conducting services 
and preaching in the fort. 

The real formation of a regular Pres- 
byterian congregation came after the arri- 
val of James Hanna, Sam’s father, who 
started a Sunday School in his son’s store- 
house in 1825. : 

The class was the nucleus of the church, 
which was officially formed a couple of 
years later. 

Allen Hamilton, postmaster and one of 
the city’s early bankers, dispatched a letter 
to the Home Missionary Society of the 
Presbyterian Church in Baltimore, asking 
it to send Fort Wayne a full-time minister. 
The society sent the Rev. Charles E. Fur- 
man in November 1829. He stayed for six 
months, but never formed a church. 

After his departure, the congregation 
continued its Sunday School until June 
1831, when the Rev. James Chute came to 
the city from Columbus, Ohio. A month 
later, he formed the first permanent 
church. Forty-four persons signed the first 
membership list of the church, enabling 
Chute to stay on as full-time pastor. 


Shelter served as church 

The first services of the infant church 
were conducted in a board shelter near the 
corner of Columbia and Harrison streets. 
The church was later moved to a brick 
schoolhouse where the old county jail 
would later be built. From there, services 
moved to the Masonic Hall on the north 
side of Columbia Street, between Harrison 


This is the third church building ere 


Presbyterian Church. Constructed in 1852, it was a larger version of the 
second church but built on the same site at Berry and Clinton streets. 


and Calhoun streets, and then to the first 
county courthouse. In the meantime, 
Chute died and was succeeded by the Rev. 
Daniel Jones, who served until 1837. 

Later, Jones’ place in the pulpit was 
filled by the Rev. Alexander T. Tankin, un- 
der whose leadership the church’s first 
building was erected. Located on the south 
side of East Berry Street, between Barr 
and Lafayette, the building was 44 feet 
square. 

This building served the parish until 
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1845 when a large, brick structure was 
built-on the southeast corner of Clinton 
and Berry streets. A larger version of this 
building was erected in 1864, but was de- 
stroyed by fire in 1882. 

Parishioners were not discouraged by 
the tragedy, and built a new structure on 
the northeast corner of Washington Boule- 
vard and Clinton Street. In the meantime, 
services were conducted in the Allen Cir- 
cuit Court Building and the old Achduth 
Vesholom Congregation. 









Photo: Carl Hartup/The News- Sen ine 








’ Hartung (left), manager of the Window Garden Restaurant, 


eakfast Clubbers! 
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specialized audience. 
“Our audience’s age is 45-plus,” 


erg’ 25 “Wa dahası — „u “en ‘ 
a It’s Hollywood.” 





Actually, you don’t have to travel 
far and the cost is minimal. Just 
head for the Performing Arts Center 
and pay $7 sometime between Feb. 
10 and 13 and you'll come face to 
face with 48 marvelous melodies 
from 34 black-and-white and 
technicolor movies produced 
between 1927 and 1980. 

This third Civic Theater Guild 
show directed by Larry Life to 
benefit the Civic Theater will 
feature his “most talented ever” cast 
of 18 men and women who will travel 
musically back through pebyeecae 
history. 

Life’s last two Civic benefits were 
Broadway-oriented. This year, he 
says, “I was trying to come up with a 
new format, something that hadn’t 
been done before. I wanted 
something with very wide, universal 


arrangements were made with the 
Window Garden Restaurant for. use 











_“] was trying to come up 


with a new format, 
something that hadn’t 
been done before.” 

- — Larry Life 
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Rain.” Life admits, with cocker- 
spaniel sadness in his eyes: “I'll 
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IN MEMORY OF 
EUGENE D. QUACKENBUSH 





BORN ——— 








September 16, 1885 


AT REST 








November 21, 1965 


SERVICES FROM 





D. O. McComb & Sons 
Funeral Home 


Wednesday, November 24, 1965 














EAU 


St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 
10:00 a.m. 


PRIEST OFFICIATING | 
Father Edward A. Miller 


FINAL RESTING PLACE 
Catholic Cemetery 





PRAYER 
O God, the Creator and Redeemer of all the 














faithful, give to the soul of Thy Servant, full 
remission of all his offenses, that through the 
help of pious supplications, he may obtain the 
pardon of which he has always been desirious. 
Who livest and reignest, world without end. 


Amen. 
Our Father, Hail Mary. ME 
Eternal rest grant him, O Lord, and let per- 












pegual ight shine upon him. 
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